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   International guests honored the Sis-
ters by their presence at the 175th An-
niversary Celebration.        
   Leading the delegation of interna-
tional visitors was Most Reverend  
Christophe Pierre, Apostolic Nuncio   
of the Holy See to the United States. 
He  was also main celebrant and homi-
list at the Mass.  
   The Sisters of Holy Family were also 
privileged to host several visitors from 
foreign countries. Among those who 
came for 175th anniversary celebra-
tions was the Archbishop Emeritus, 
Patrick E. Ekpu, of Benin City, Nige-
ria. His connection with the Sisters 
dates back to early 1970's when the 
Holy Family Sisters, New Orleans, 

joined him in establishing a diocesan 
congregation  of women religious for 
the diocese of Benin City, Nigeria.  
    The Archbishop was joined on the 
trip to New Orleans by four members 
of the Sisters of Sacred Heart: Sister 
Monica Roland, present Congregation-
al Leader, Sisters Gloria Itebhalume, 

Angela Abhulimen, Mary Aisagbonhi, 
one priest, Rev. Julius Okoh, three 
members of the lay faithful, Sir and 
Mrs. David Osunde, and Mr. John 
Darlington.   
   The Archbishop was hosted during 
most of his stay by Mr. and Mrs. A. 
McDonald.  

See International Guests, page 3 

Thank you, Lord  

It was a wonderful year ... 

Through Henriette’s 

 Intercession 

Good Afternoon, 
   I am writing this letter to document an 
event that occurred on July 3rd, 2017.  My 
family had gathered for our annual July 4th 
celebration.  Everyone was having a beauti-
ful time, eating, swimming, catching up, etc.
…. My grandchildren were both present,. 
Marcus turned 6 in March and Mackenzie, 
who turned 3 in April.   
   Angele, my daughter and the mother of 
the children, removed the children from the 
pool to eat before we left the gathering to 
have the children to their swimming lessons 
for 5:30.  Mackenzie was in the den with 
several adults, Angele was in the dining 
room talking.  There were several more 
adults present when Marcus came to ask his 
mother if he could go back in the yard. She 
told him yes and gave him some instructions 
as it related to the pool.  Marcus went out to 
the yard, where maybe ten adults, were gath-
ered, when Mackenzie slipped out with him.   
   Mackenzie proceeded to enter the pool 
unnoticed by everyone except for her broth-
er who asked several times for her not to get 
in the pool without her floats. She got into 
the pool anyway.  Some time had passed 
when one of the adults in the yard noticed 
Mackenzie at the bottom of the pool.  He 
jumped in and handed her to my cousin who 
recently graduated from Slidell Regional Po-
lice Academy. David immediately began per-
forming CPR on Mackenzie as she had no 
pulse, heartbeat or respiration; for all intent 
and purpose, Mackenzie was clinically dead.  
   David worked tirelessly as he would not 
give up.  Several people stood in prayer over 
David and Mackenzie when one of our fami-
ly members called upon Sister Henriette De-
lille to intercede on behalf of Mackenzie.   
   David said afterwards, that he did not hear 
anything while he was working on Macken-
zie, but he did hear Val call upon Sister De-
lille which is when events began to turn    

See Documentation, page 2

Servant of the Poor 

Sisters receive international guests 

The celebration began November 16, 2016 and ended November 19, 2017. 

All great events in between.  Collage by Destiny Productions 

Braggs’ Destiny Productions 

11-19-16—11-19-17

Servant of the Poor



   Traditionally in the 
month of November 
the faithful remember 
their dead by honor-
ing their resting places 
with flowers, praying 
for them, and on oc-
casion, refurbishing 
the tombs.  
   As we celebrate 175 
years of our history it 
is important that we 
pay special tribute to 
our pioneer members 
who have gone to 
their resting place. 

   The Office of Cath-
olic Cemeteries of the 
Archdiocese of New 
Orleans graciously 
helped the Sisters dur-
ing this jubilee year by 
by taking on the re-
sponsibility to paint 
and repair the burial 
places of the deceased 
Sisters in St. Louis # 
2 Cemetery at no 
charge to the Congre-
gation. We thank the 
Archdiocese for this 
act of kindness.   

   October 15, 2017 
Mass was celebrated 
by Bishop Cheri  at 
S t .  A u g u s t i n e ' s 
Church. The Sisters 
and the faithful gath-
ered to honor the 
vow day of Founder, 
Venerable Henriette 
Delille.  
   Following the Mass, 
the Sisters and friends 
gathered at the ceme-
tery for the formal 
blessing of the tombs. 

Thank you to the 

Delphine Family 

As Sisters of Holy Family we have 
had a long connection to the Del-
phine family. This relationship 
started when a relative of our Sr. 
Martha Roques married the only 
girl in the Delphine family. Over 
the years the connection continued 
as Farrell Christophe and ‘Sis’ visit-
ed Sr Martha in her various minis-
tries.  
   The Delphine family never forgot 
the Sisters. This Fall , to mark their 
love and appreciation for the nuns 
they financed a stained glass win-
dow in honor of Venerable Henri-
ette Delille in historic St. Augustine 
Church on Cane River. 
   During the Mass Celebrant, Most 
Rev. David P. Tally, Bishop of Al-
exandria blessed all the stained 
glass windows in the Church. It 
was the occasion of the new Bish-
op's first official visit to the Cane 
River Catholic Community. 
   As grateful Sisters of the Holy 

Family we take this public oppor-

tunity to s  ay “Thank you” to the 

Delphine family and brother in law, 

Mr. Farrell Christophe.  

Mass and Blessing of Venerable 

Henriette Delille and Sisters’ Tombs

around.  Upon hearing her name, Mac-
kenzie began to throw up water and 
food, she began to moan and she 
opened her eyes, she was rushed to the 
hospital and overnight, made a com-
plete recovery. 
   My purpose for writing this letter is 
twofold. First, it speaks to the power of 
prayer, but secondly, I have no doubt 
that a miracle occurred in the yard of 
my aunt’s house that day, Mackenzie 
was left with no permanent damage.       
She is active and happy, albeit, a bit 
leery of pools.   
   Please let this letter serve as docu-
mentation of the miracle that occurred 
as the result of calling upon Sister De-
lille’s intercession.   
   Thank you for taking the time to read 
about our experience and please feel 

free to contact me with any questions. 
A. J., LA

Documentation from P. 1 
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Mother Henriette’s 

tomb 

Sisters of the Holy Family 

Feeding of the Poor 

 November  11, 2017 marks the 25th anni-
versary of  the feeding of the poor, at Ozanam 
Inn, by the Sisters of the Holy Family, Associ-
ates, and the Friends of Henriette Delille.  It also 
marks one of our  largest groups for dinner. 

    As the years past, the menus did not change 
very much: baked chicken, seasoned red beans, 
buttered rice, fresh green salad,  bread and but-
ter, soft drinks, and cookies. 

    The Sisters provide entertainment by playing 
musical instruments and singing songs.  The 
visitors also join in the singing. 

    Care bags are also distributed to each person.   
These contain toiletries, socks, caps, and a Ven-
erable Henriette Delille T shirts, and sometimes, 
a toy, if there is a child with a parent. 

    We receive donations from very generous 
persons, especially Mr. & Mrs. Sidney & Marcia 
St. Martin. We thank everyone for your gifts 
and what you do to make this giving day special. 
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  It was the vision and conviction of Sister 
Rose de Lima that in 1988 the time had 
come for the life of Henriette Delille, the 
founder of Sisters of Holy Family be 
opened to the Universal Church and be 
considered for sainthood.  Prior to this time 
Sr. Rose mused that “no one in the Catholic 
Church was ready to think of the life of a 
woman of color for sainthood.”  Now, 
however, the time had come.  
   The world had become more global.  We 
were living in a time of vast social and eco-
nomic changes. The Second Vatican Coun-
cil under Pope John XXIII had radically 
transformed the Church. With the support 
of Archbishop Philip Hannan, Archbishop  
of New Orleans, off to Rome she went to 
make her case. 
 

   Legend has it that when Mother Rose met 
Vatican Officials she made her famous plea: 
"Holy Father, please canonize Mother De-
lille.! " 
   Sister Rose lived long enough to experi-
ence the complexities of the canonization 
process.  She was so thankful when Pope 
Benedict XVI declared Mother Delille ven-
erable in 2010.  As Sisters of the Holy Fam-
ily, we will always be grateful for the persis-
tence of Sister Rose de Lima in helping all 
of us come to know and appreciate the 
woman who dared to found an order of 
Black nuns in the 19th century. 
   Now as Sister Rose enjoys the gaze of 
God, her plea is that Venerable Delille will 
soon be blessed.  We wait in hopeful antici-
pation for that great day. 
                      Sister Sylvia Thibodeaux 

A Tribute to  

Bishop Joseph Francis 
   It is difficult to believe that it is 50 
years since Bishop Joseph Francis be-
came one of the first African Ameri-
can Bishops of the United States in 
modern times. It is equally hard to 
comprehend that he no longer walks 
among us. May he rest in Peace!  
   As a freshman high school student I 
was blessed to have Bishop Francis as 
my English teacher. As young wom-
en we were fascinated by his smile and 
fresh voice. 
   Monday mornings were different 
however. They always started with a 
one page composition labored over 
the weekend, telling of the excitement 
of the days away from school. If you 
were remised with this assignment the 
smile soon faded, and in a stern voice 
"Miss/ Mr., Detention after school ". 
   As a Sister of the Holy Family our 
lives reconnected many times in our 
respective ministries . We served on 
several boards related to black minis-
tries, and efforts nationwide to im-
prove quality education for black 
Catholic youth.  
   My admiration and respect for him 
increased over the years that he was 
Bishop. We stayed in contact.  
    I know he is with God and ever 
prays for us. 
             Sister Sylvia Thibodeaux 

"Make Mother Henriette Delille  a Saint."  

A plea of Love from Sister Rose de Lima 

 

   “Thank you so much to everyone who helped make it 
possible. “ 
   (These are the names of the “Friends” I know in addition to 

Deacon Anderson:  Admiral Stephen Rochon, Beverly An-

derson, Emelda August, Giselle Whitfield, Juana Montgom-

ery Kleinman, Louis Kleinman, Father Donald Fest, Millicent 

Hawkins, Marcia St. Martin) 

   “Sisters Geneva James and Clara Mae Jackson, gave 
excellent presentations during the Masses.  
   They also were very engaging during the reception 
that followed. Our folks LOVED them! 
    We also showed the beautifully poignant, powerful 

DVD “A Legacy of Love” during the reception.  
   Everyone who watched it was moved by the story of 
Mere Henriette Delille, her history and the history of 
the Sisters of the Holy Family.” 

  

Special Mass held 

in Alexandria, VA 

   Deacon Anderson, 
Chair of the celebration 
of Venerable Henriette 
Delille and the 175th 
Anniversary of the Sis-
ters of the Holy Family 
wrote: “The Sisters of 
the Holy Family’s 175th 
Anniversary celebration  
at St. Joseph in Alexan-

dria, VA was a great 
success!” 

   

Other international guests included Ms. Sylvia Flores from 
Dangriga, Belize. Ms. Flores is a former student of the Holy 
Family Sisters during their over 100 years of ministry on this  
nation of Belize.   
   Ms. Flores remains a faithful member of the Holy Family 
Associates in Belize along with others, who continue the lega-
cy of the Sisters.  

The Sisters received their international guests by having a 
welcoming reception the evening before, providing time for 
relaxation and getting acquainted.  
   We thank all our guests for joining us in celebrating our 
long history.   

International Guests from page 1 

Left, Sisters Geneva and  Clara, Marcia and  St. Joseph members  

Photo by Phyllis Johnson 

Merry Christmas!   

& 

Happy New Year! 

“ I want to live 

and die for 

God.” 
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(nee Marie Elizabeth), daughter of the 
late Clement Hazeur and Ellen Smith 
Hazeur entered eternal life on July 28, 
2017, four days after her 97th birthday.  
Sister Rose de Lima was born in Mo-
bile, Alabama and entered the Congre-
gation of the Sisters of the Holy Family 
on September 8, 1938, from Bay St. 
Louis, Mississippi, where she had grad-

uated from the old St. Rose de Lima 
Elementary and High School.  She professed First Vows on 
March 19, 1941 and Perpetual Vows on August 15, 1947. 
   Sr. Rose de Lima ministered from Holy Family Elementary 
School, Apalachicola, FL on the southeast coast to Regina 
Caeli High School in Compton, CA on the west coast.  She 
was one of the first ten sisters of the Holy Family to serve in 
California.  There she began as teacher and became the 
school’s second principal.  Early on as an educator, Sr. Rose 
taught a summer session (1968) at her Alma Mater, St. Teresa 
College in Winona, MN.  Sister spent her first six years in min-
istry at St. Francis Xavier Elementary School in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana and returned later as principal.  She continued to 
minister as educator and/or administrator throughout Louisi-
ana at St. Peter Claver, Grand Coteau, St. Catherine of Sienna, 
Donaldsonville, Holy Rosary Institute, Lafayette, and St. 
Mary’s Academy, New Orleans.  In addition, Sister Rose was 
the administrator of St. John Berchmans Manor (an independ-
ent living resident for low income senior citizens) for seven 
years.    
   Sister also served her religious community by founding the 
Holy Family Alumni Association in 1964, which grew to thir-
teen organized Chapters across the nation.   She was elected by 
the Congregation as Superior General for three terms (12 
years).  During her administration, the building of the new 
Lafon Nursing Facility was completed and the first three-week 
Congress for all the Sisters of the Holy Family in New Orleans 
(1976) was held.  This event was highly cherished by each Sis-
ter and was later repeated.   Sister’s most memorable accom-
plishment as the Superior General was her petition to Rome to 
begin the process for the Cause of Canonization of the com-
munity’s foundress, Mother Henriette Delille. 
   Sr. Rose de Lima, fondly addressed as, “Mother Rose,” was, 
indeed, a proficient, dedicated administrator, but most of all 
she is noted for her spirituality, prayer life, great devotion to 
praying the rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet, and her love of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  
In retirement from active ministry, she led the prayer group at 
the Motherhouse.  Later she retired to Lafon Nursing Facility 
“to take care of her little sister.”  It is there that she died. 
   Sr. Rose de Lima is preceded in death by her parents, two 
brothers: Dr. Clement Joseph Hazeur and Emile Hazeur, and 
her younger sister and best friend, Sr. Mary Bertille Hazeur, 
S.S.F.  She is survived by her youngest brother, August 
Hazeur, and a host of nieces, nephews, and cousins. 

(nee Ann) the daughter of the late 
Romualdo Estero and Toribio 
Valasquez entered eternal life on 
September 9, 2017.  She was 97 
years of age.  Sister Esther Marie 
was born in Stann Creek, British 
Honduras (now known as Dangri-
ga, Belize, Central America).  She 
entered the Congregation of the 
Sisters of the Holy Family on Sep-
tember 8, 1945, made First Vows 
September 8, 1947, and Perpetual Vows August 16, 1952. 
   Sister served God through her life of devout prayer and 
ministry in the field of education in various elementary 
schools as teacher and/or administrator throughout Louisi-
ana: All Saints, Algiers (9 years), St. Joan of Arc, New Orle-
ans (7 years), Immaculate Heart of Mary (9 years) and Holy 
Family (1 year), Lafayette, Our Lady of Grace, Reserve (2 
years), Saint Augustine, Klotzville (3 years), and Holy Ghost, 
Marksville (7 years).  Sister also ministered at Holy Rosary in 
Galveston, Texas. 
    Sr. Esther Marie was not one to be idle.  She was assigned 
to St. John Berchmans Child Development Center in New 
Orleans and returned later as a Sojourner.  Sister’s leadership 
ability was utilized constantly outside of the school setting.  
Frequently she was the local leader and/or local treasurer of 
the convent where she lived.  She served as the Moderator 
for the Reserve Alumni Chapter of the Sisters of the Holy 
Family, and in her semi-retirement, she assisted at Corpus 
Christi Parish in New Orleans.   
   When Sister did retire to the Motherhouse, she actively 
participated in Prayer Ministry.  Injury from a fall resulted in 
Sr. Esther Marie’s transitioning to Lafon Nursing Facility in 
2013, where she resided until her death. 
Those sisters who served on mission with Sr. Esther Marie 
remember her compassionate care and love for them.  She 
put their needs before her own.  She was always a calm stead-
fast force.  Her students saw her as a mother figure and re-
joiced in the love she showered upon them.  They became 
eager learners and remained ever close to her. 
Sister loved sports, especially football and soccer.  She was an 
avid Saints fan and proudly draped her lap with her Saints 
blanket. 
   Sr. Esther Marie is preceded in death by her parents and 
two sisters: Mrs. Esther Guerrero and Alexie Estero.  She is 
survived by her niece, Mrs. Sheila Mariano, several grand 
nephews, grand nieces, a host of cousins (including Sr. Josita 
Marie Ogaldez and Ms. Sylvia Flores), countless loving and 
devoted former students, and her “partner in crime” from 
the day they entered, Sr. Tekakwitha Vega. 

 
 

“Those whom we love and lose are no  

longer where they were before.  They are  

now wherever we are.”  ~St. John Chrysostom May they rest in peace.  Amen 
     4. 
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   Unusual and out of the ordi-
nary, nine Sisters of Holy 
Family are buried in the ceme-
tery in Pineville, LA.  
   In the immediate aftermath 
of Hurricane Katrina, when 
we could not enter the City of 
New Orleans because of the 
massive destruction of the 
storm, we struggled to find a 
resting place to bury 
our  beloved dead.  
   Through the connection and 
kindness of Rev. August 
Thompson and the Sisters of 
Charity of the Incarnate 
Word, we were given eleven 
burial sites.  
   These Sisters: Jean Carter, 
Winifred Mary Hayes, Miriam 
Chastang, Theodora Jolivet, John Berchmans Taylor, Dorothy 
Marie Stuart, Edith Brinkley, Angele McKnight, and Paulette 
Fontenette rest in shadows of the beautiful pine trees. 
   They are visited by Sisters Gloria, Elizabeth and Hilary who   

are in ministry in the region.   
   It was on one of these visits that 
the Sisters thought that a way to hon-
or the 175th anniversary of the Sis-
ters of Holy Family was to have a 
memorial to honor our Sisters who 
died after this horrific tragedy.  
   On Oct. 1, 2017 a dignified memo-
rial was blessed and dedicated to 
remember the lives of these nine 
Sisters. On one side, a tribute is paid 
to the Founder, Venerable Henriette 
Delille.  
   The memorial was blessed by Rev. 
Father Charles Ray, pastor of St Au-
gustine Church, Cane River.    
   In attendance were a number Sis-
ters and friends of the Sisters of the 
Holy Family.  We offer a special 
thanks to Sisters Gloria Lewis, Eliza-

beth Holmes and Hilary Daigle for responding to the Holy Spirit 
for inspiration to realize this project. We express sincere thanks 
to the people of God who contributed to this effort.  All are in-
cluded in the Sisters’ prayers. 

In the Shadows of the Pine Trees  

Our Sisters Rest in Peace at Greenwood Memorial Park: in Pineville, LA 

    In his strong desire to promote vocations to the consecrated 
life, Archbishop Aymond in collaboration with women religious 
in the Archdiocese, in 2013, established the Magnificat House of 
Discernment.  
   The House of Discernment affords young women, contem-
plating a life as a religious Sister an opportunity to pray, reflect, 
and reach a decision regarding their life choice. The atmosphere 
is one of reasonable quiet and solitude. The women are guided 
and helped by two Sisters who are matured  and experienced 
religious.  
   During this period, from six months to a year, the candidate  
may continue working or pursue her studies if she wishes.  

   The women are responsible for personal needs and contribute 
to room and board. 
  The program welcomes all women who are Catholic and meet 
the basic expectations of a Christian vocation.  
   The Archbishop constantly echoes the belief that there are 
many vocations to the religious life and the diocesan priesthood 
in our various communities.  We have only to invite them.  
Magnificat House of  Discernment is a holy space that works to 
make visible the presence of Jesus and his Apostles .  
   For information please contact Department for Religious, 

504.861.6281 

Magnificat House Discernment 

 
Black Saints Celebration Honors Sisters of the Holy Family 

    
 
   The Office of Black Catholics Ministries chose to honor the 
Sisters of the Holy Family this year because they are celebrating 
175 years of service to the Church. 
    Father Daniel Green, Archdiocesan Director of the Office of  
Black Catholic Ministries said, “The work they have given to the 
Church universal, but in particular, to the Church of New Orle-
ans, is invaluable.  They have cared for our elderly and orphans, 
taught the youth, and advocated for the disadvantaged.”  
   “They have supported the Archbishop of New Orleans                    
and the work of Notre Dame Seminary. It is only fitting that we 
pause for a moment to acknowledge,  thank, and support them 
 

 
 
in this way.”    
   The Black Saints parade, beginning at St. Mary’s to Chef Men-
teur, down Wilson Avenue to Dwyer to Dale Street, ended at 
the Motherhouse.  
   The activities included a prayer service, talks, and the presen-
tation of Sophie Aramburo awards. A delicious meal, in the Sis-
ters’ dining room, completed the ceremony. 
   The Sisters of the Holy Family are very appreciative and  
thank Father Daniel Green, the staff of the Black Catholic min-
istries, and all the people of God. 

“Those whom we love and lose are no  

longer where they were before.  They are  

now wherever we are.”  ~St. John Chrysostom 
5. 
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   “In early 2017, I was in 
New Orleans and read on 
Facebook that a college 
friend’s nephew had been 
abducted.   
  His captives took his cell 
phone and messaged his 
mother that she would nev-
er see her son again.  A call 
out for prayers was sent out 
on Facebook.  
   As I was in New Orleans, 
I went to Henriette Delille’s 
Prayer Room at the Cathe-
dral. I got on my knees and 
begged for Henriette De-
lille’s intercession so that 
my friend’s nephew would 
be returned safely to his 
parents. 
  After my prayer, I felt a 
voice speak to me that the 
nephew would be returned  
home safely to his parents. 
   The next day it was an-
nounced that the nephew 
was recovered and was safe  
 

with his mother.” 
   The writer tells us another 
experience with Venerable 
Henriette.  
   “Just this past Monday 
(September) Lafayette’s 
Parish Sheriff’s daughter 
and her babysitter went 
missing.  Again I prayed to 
Henriette Delille and again, 
I was told in my heart that 
the missing children would 
be found safe. 
   I am absolutely convinced 
of Henriette Delille's inter-
cession.   
   What was most amazing 
is how I was complete-
ly  assured at the time of 
prayer that the children 
would be safe.“ 
   In the most recent case of 
the young girl and her 
babysitter who were lost in 
the swamp, just this past 
Monday, I was told that the 
babysitter became a survival  
 

guide for the 7 year old and  
covered her skin with mud 
to protect her from the 
treacherous mosquitoes in 
the swamp. The rescue 
team also said it was a  
miracle they were found 
alive because of the number 
of dangerous snakes and 
alligators that are in the 
swamp.  
   Quite harrowing indeed!   
I feel like I had to let some-
one know of these instances 
and I truly believe Henriette 
Delille to be a “Saint” with 
incredible care, love, and 
devotion to the protection 
of children in dire circum-
stances. 

     B. D., LA 

More through Henriette’s intercession 

   Please continue to share 

your  answers to prayers, 

to Venerable Henriette 

Delille, with us. Thank 

you.   


